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For your second project, you will go out and cover an event and write a soft news article.  

 

You will begin by coming up with an idea. Look at school calendars, event calendars in the 

newspaper and online and talk with representatives from various organizations. You must get 

your idea approved by me via email or in-person no later than Nov. 14. Points will be deducted if 

you fail to get your idea approved on time.  

 

**Important note about story ideas: You may not cover an event for a group with which you are 

affiliated. For example, if you are involved with Greek life, you may not cover your sorority or 

fraternity’s function. If it is discovered that you are involved with the group you write about, you 

will receive a 20 percent grade reduction. (In the world of journalism, you would be fired.) 

 

You will go out and report on the event after receiving my approval. You must actually attend 

the event. When covering an event, remember to be descriptive, get good, emotional quotes and 

get enough from each interview to put together good statement-evidence-quote blocks.  

 

You must use quotes from at least three sources. Use statement-evidence-quote blocks for 

each source and/or point. At least one source should be an event organizer or someone affiliated 

with the group/event. 

 

*You may not interview anyone with whom you have a personal relationship, including friends, 

family members, co-workers or fellow students in this class. You will be required to turn in 

the names and numbers of your sources, which I will check in with at random (failure to 

provide this will result in a 10-point deduction). If it is discovered you have used a source with 

whom you have a personal relationship, you will receive a deduction of 20 percent on the 

project. Remember, NO anonymous sources. You need each person’s first and last name.  

 

You may not conduct interviews via email or text message. All interviews must be done in-

person or over the phone. Points will be deducted if I find out you are conducting email or text 

interviews.  

 

After you attend your event, you will write a 1-1.5-page news article. You must write it as a soft 

news story, including a soft news lede and appropriate headline. Be sure to include a thorough 

nut graf that tells the reader what the story is about, who is impacted and how. (Remember, 

numbers often equal impact!) 

 

Remember, you get 5 extra credit points on your project grade for getting your story published. It 

would be a good idea to contact the publication before you go and report the story. That way, 

you can ensure your spot covering the event before it gets assigned to someone else. 

 

For the last part of the project, you will need to get some peer editing feedback on your paper. 

We will have a peer-editing workshop in class on Nov. 16. You will need to get at least two 

classmates to look over your article and fill out the peer evaluation sheet for you to turn in with 

your final article by the end of class. You will need to turn in at least two filled-out rubric sheets 

from classmates.  


