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Dr. Jennifer Cox 

You are now acquainted with hard news writing and the styles and tones appropriate for 

that writing. Now we are going to go a bit deeper into covering hard news stories by 

focusing on writing about a particular issue. This assignment will help you prepare for 

your first project, which will involve reporting and writing your own news story. 

 

During a meeting, a lot of different topics may come up. Your job as a reporter will be to 

hone in on those containing news values that would be appropriate for publication. I have 

done the work for you below, zeroing in on one particular agenda item. For your project, 

you will have to do the work yourself. 

 

Your article must be in Times 12-point font, double-spaced, with indented grafs. Your 

article should be no more than 1-1.5 pages long. You must include at least three quotes. 

This assignment is due at the end of class. Be sure to go over your checklist as you 

write.  

 

 

Date: Monday, Oct. 16 

Location: Wicomico School Board chambers 

What: The weekly meeting of the Wicomico County School Board 

Who: School board members, two people interviewed 

Topic: School board struck down a proposal to ban sodas in schools 

 

Background information: 

Some parents have written letters to school board members protesting the sale of sodas in 

local high schools. Parents have argued the sodas are unhealthy and should not be made 

available to students. Board members agreed to discuss the issue at the meeting and take 

a vote.  

 

Minutes: 

• Board member Jack Davis made a motion to ban the sale of soda in Wicomico 

high schools. Board member Barbara Murphy seconded it. 

• The issue was opened for discussion among board members. 

• Board member Laura Griggs argued for keeping sodas in the schools. She said the 

school district would have lost about $10,000 in revenue each year if the proposal 

had passed. She also said parents should encourage their students to make good 

choices.   

• Quote from Griggs: “In this time of economic turmoil, we cannot afford to lose 

this revenue. We would be have been doing our students a disservice if we had 

approved this proposal.” 
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• Jack Davis argued sodas are unhealthy and are adding to the rising numbers of 

obese children in the U.S. He is not concerned with the revenue schools would 

have lost if they had banned sodas.  

• Quote from Davis: “We need to do better for our children. We need to help them 

make good choices while we are able, and this proposal was a good start.” 

• Board member Matt Marino said he does not like having sodas available in school 

but is not sure banning them is the best option. He asked about the possibility of 

launching a healthy foods and drinks campaign in the schools. 

• Board member Barbara Murphy agreed there should be a campaign, but thinks it 

will not be enough.  

• Board members open the meeting for public comments. 

• After hearing public comments, the board voted 3-2 against the proposal. They 

agreed to discuss a healthy eating campaign at the next meeting. 

 

Public comments: You stayed afterward and spoke with these two people, who made 

comments during the meeting.  

Josh Eversby, Salisbury, parent of two Wicomico Middle School children 

- Supported the ban. Is worried about his children drinking soda when they get to 

high school. Worries that even if he tells them not to, his children could sneak 

sodas during school. 

Quote: “I have a hard enough time getting my kids to be healthy at home. Allowing 

them to sneak sodas at school is irresponsible.” 

 

Darla Biggers, a parent of one Wicomico High School student 

- Believes high school children have the ability to make their own choices. Said an 

occasional soda will not hurt anyone. Argued the revenue provided to the schools 

is necessary. 

“We need to be able to trust our children to make responsible decisions. Soon they 

will be in college, and we need to believe they can take care of themselves.” 

 


