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Use the following information to write a preview story for a local newspaper. Use at least three full-
sentence direct quotes and attribute each correctly. Use the grading checklist to write and edit. You must 
use a feature lede. Do not make up information that is not listed here. Carefully check names and 
numbers in your story against those on the prompt, as a fact error = -10 points. 
 
You are an intern for The Daily Times, and your editor gives you an assignment: the annual Turkey Trek 
is coming up, and you need to write up a preview story based on the information and interviews detailed 
below. All of the event details can be found at this website: http://www.pembertonpark.org/pemberton-
park/events/annual-turkey-trek 
 
Remember, it is NOT your job to promote this event. It is simply your job to inform and convey the 
appropriate information. Make sure you are sourcing any opinionated comments. Look for good versus 
bad quotes.  

* * * * * * * * *  
 
Your notes from your interview with James Weston, event organizer: 
- Says the purpose of the event it to raise money for environmental education programs at Pemberton 
Park. Programs include nature hikes, kayak tours & animal identification classes.  
- “This is the 20th year for the Turkey Trek, and we have had great success with it over the years. We 
typically have about 250 people sign up to run or walk.” 
- “It’s really important that we raise money to continue to offer these fantastic environmental program’s 
for Wicomico County’s youth. Giving them a substantive education about our natural resources will better 
prepare them to protect those resources as they grow older.” 
- Says people like to attend to burn off Thanksgiving dinner calories before they eat them. Good way to do 
something healthy on a day that usually is anything but. 
- “Whether you’re looking to get rid of those pumpkin pie calories, or you just want to do something fun 
outdoors with your family, it’s a great opportunity to come out and enjoy a wonderful holiday tradition.”  
 
Your notes from your interview with Hillary Gibson, a participant: 
- Lives in Baltimore. Comes over the bridge every year to visit with her daughter for Thanksgiving.  
- Last year was her first time participating in a 5k. Managed to jog the entire length. Had been training for 
several months.  
- “I finished in about 34 minutes, which is good for me. I had been hoping to get below 35 minutes, so I 
was pleased.” 
- “This event is a great way to bring together the community, and enjoy the beautiful Eastern Shore fall 
scenery. I appreciate the opportunity to do something healthy together with my family before we sit down 
for our biggest meal of the year.”  
 
Your notes from an interview with Jamika Jenkins, exercise science professor at SU: 
- There is no such thing as “pre-burning” calories before a big meal. Exercising before a big meal can be 
good or bad. It can stimulate the appetite, causing people to eat more than they normally would. It can also 
create a healthy mindset, where people won’t want to waste their workout by overeating.  
- “No matter what, exercise is always a good thing. You just have to make sure you are not using a 
workout as an excuse to ignore your diet and overeat during meals.”  
 


